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A Member of Minnesota State

visit us!
We’ll help you get started.

saintpaul.edu/SignUp

Sign Up!
Call 651.846.1555
(toll-free 1.800.227.6029)

“Start Here Sessions” 
• Tuesdays*, 10am
• Wednesdays*, 6pm

*except holidays

Health and Science Alliance Center 
Classes will be held in the new Health and Science Alliance Center 
beginning fall 2017. Construction of the state-of-the art center and 

landscaping of surrounding grounds will be completed in June.
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At Saint Paul College, 
we know that college 
affordability and getting 
a quality education is of 
primary concern to our 
students. That’s why we 

have created tuition-free programs like “Make it Count” for 
first-time college adult learners, and the Power of YOU for 
eligible high school graduates (pages 8-9). These programs 
not only provide free tuition, but also the individualized 
attention and resources that help students be successful.

Whether you are looking to start a new career, gain skills 
to assist you to advance in your current job, or want to 
start the first two years of a 4-year degree, you’ll find the 
opportunity here at Saint Paul College. We provide up-to-
date and state-of-the art training in all of our programs to 
meet the ever-growing and changing employment needs in 
business and industry.

We have 52 associate degree programs and 77 certificate 
and diploma programs - see our full list of programs 
on pages 16-17. Read about our new and showcased 
programs such as Geographic Information Science (GIS), 
Surgical Technology, Accounting and Manufacturing 
Technology (pages 18-19).

I have long been an advocate for community and technical 
colleges - I started my college education at a two-year 
college, and that experience made an incredible impact 
on my life. I urge you to join the over 10,000 students who 
attend classes at Saint Paul College in any given school 
year, and experience the benefits of attending a community 
college. No matter your journey, our primary concern is for 
you, the student, and our focus is on your success. That’s 
why our slogan “Start here. Go anywhere.” resonates with 
everyone!

-Rassoul Dastmozd, Ph.D., President/CEO

L to R:  TRIO students Lavonne Anderson, Associate of Arts 
with Communications Emphasis, Myisha Holley, Associate 
of Arts, Maryam Abdi, Medical Laboratory Technician AAS, 
Maryama Mohamed, Medical Laboratory Technician AAS
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In the workplace, female welders are few and far 
between; according the U.S. Department of Labor, 
less than 6-percent of welders are women. But in 
the classrooms of Saint Paul College a different 
trend is emerging. With the support of the College, 
the mentorship of a female instructor, and a tight-
knit friendship with each other, a group of driven 
women is proving that this in-demand career path is 
not just for men.

Creative Career of Welding
Heather Oehrlein is no stranger to tackling a 
challenge – as a kindergartener she climbed 
a swaying pine tree all her friends said was 
unclimbable. As a young adult she became the first 
in her family to attend college, and for 20 years she 
served as a social worker for at-risk teens. However, 
when it came to pursuing her dream of becoming a 
welder at age 43, even she had second thoughts.

“I have always loved being creative and working with 
my hands, but had never learned any metal work, 
even though I have always been interested in it,” 
says Oehrlein. 

WOMEN
WHO WELD

Three women from diverse backgrounds have found both 
friendship and a strong foundation for the future

in the Saint Paul College welding program.
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When I thought about welding, it always 
seemed liked a man’s job and I was very 
intimidated. But as I grew into a more 
confident woman, I eventually learned to 
believe what I was telling the girls and 
young women I worked with – that with 
determination anything is possible.
-Heather Oehrlein

At Saint Paul College, Oehrlein found the fresh start 
she had been craving. “What initially drew me to 
Saint Paul College was the overwhelmingly open and 
friendly welcome I received, and since becoming 
a student, the support I have been given has 
been amazing. I have found mentors, friends, and 
assistance from people and places I knew nothing 
of before becoming a student here.  I certainly feel 
as though I am part of something larger than myself 
when attending Saint Paul College.”

Two of the most important friendships Oehrlein has 
formed are with the other female welding students. 
“We understand and support each other through 
the challenges of being older and coming back to 
school, and when we approach a task differently than 
the men in our class might. We have a lot of fun as 
the welding women – I feel like I have found new 
family in my classmates.”

A Natural Career Choice
One of the other Saint Paul College “welding 
women” is Shakeetha Payne, who got her start in 
welding by following the example of her father’s 
hands-on work ethic.  

“Around the age of 16, my father taught me how to 
change my own brake pads and rotors,” says Payne. 

continued on page 6

“

”

L to R:  Heather Oehrlein, Sherry Blees, 
Shakeetha Payne
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grow past this stigma and prove that I could go 
to college,” says Blees. “A counselor at Saint Paul 
College helped ensure I could get my books in 
audio format, and I came to understand that with 
support I could receive great grades.”

She chose the Saint Paul College welding program 
because of its excellent reputation and her lifelong 
interest in the trade; the fact that one of the 
program’s instructors is a woman was an added 
bonus. After a successful first semester, Blees knew 
she had transformed for the better.

“At Saint Paul College, I’ve found staff that aligns 
me with the tools and resources I need, instructors 
who challenge me, and classmates who support and 
encourage me,” says Blees.

Their time, work, and encouragement 
have helped to shape my future – and in 
return it betters us all. In South Africa the 
word for this is Ubuntu, which means ‘I 
am because we are.’  That spirit of Ubuntu 
is at the core of Saint Paul College, and 
that is ultimately what drew me here. 
-Sherry Blees

Women Who Weld, continued from page 5

“Throughout my childhood, I spent a lot of time 
watching him make all his own repairs on his big rig, 
holding the flashlight, and occasionally helping out. 
Dad was quite the workaholic, and because of him 
problem solving, repairing, and creating have always 
been a part of my life.”

Armed with the knowledge that she could do hard 
work and with the unconditional support of her 
family, welding seemed like a natural career choice 
for Payne. Though the Mississippi native has a four-
year degree in accounting, she determined that Saint 
Paul College was the right place to help her achieve 
her career and educational goals in the more hands-
on field of welding.

“The curriculum here is detailed and extensive, and 
the instructors truly care that we understand and 
comprehend the material,” says Payne. “From the 
financial aid office staff to the bookstore employees, 
everyone at Saint Paul College has held my hand 
and answered every question I have thrown at them. 

I’ve also enjoyed speaking with former 
students of the welding program and 
hearing how they have gone on to be 
successfully employed in the positions 
they wanted.
-Shakeetha Payne

Transformation Found in Welding
Sherry Blees’ childhood was far from typical. At 
just 18 months, her parents moved her family 
to South Africa to serve as missionaries, where 
they experienced Apartheid and helped fight for 
desegregation. When Blees was ten, her family 
returned to the states so that she and her brother 
could continue their education. However, it proved 
to be a bumpy transition.

“I remember standing out because I dressed 
and talked differently, and I also seemed to learn 
differently,” says Blees. “I was later diagnosed with 
a learning disability that they didn’t address at my 
school, so I ended up being held back a grade level, 
which created a lot of insecurity.”

After finishing high school, Blees avoided college 
because she felt she couldn’t be successful. 
However after staying home for seven years to 
raise her two boys, she realized she needed to 
set an example for them. “I decided that I had to 

“

“

”
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WELDING
AT SAINT PAUL COLLEGE

Saint Paul College is well known for its 
experienced welding instructors who teach in 

a hands-on learning environment. The Welding 
Technology diploma program can be completed 

in just three semesters by a full-time student, and 
graduates start employment with an established 

knowledge of the tools and equipment used in the trade. 
“Our welding program has instructors from a wide variety 

of industry experiences, which gives our students multiple 
perspectives on how to do a welding process or even how to 

look for the right career option,” says Victoria LeMay, a Saint Paul 
College welding instructor, who is also a program graduate.

I don’t think many people know exactly how 
much you can do with welding experience. 
You can work in production or even make art. 
The options are endless, and you can be as 
creative as you want. -Victoria LeMay

Graduates of the welding program usually have the choice of many immediate 
employment opportunities in a variety of settings; welding is widely used in the aircraft, 

automobile, trucking, shipbuilding, pipefitting, plumbing, and sheet metal industries. In 
addition, skilled welders may become layout specialists, engineers, technicians, supervisors, 

Certified Welding Inspectors or private shop owners.

Victoria LeMay (Welding Instructor) For more information on the welding program,
visit saintpaul.edu/Programs

“I appreciate this opportunity, 
and am reminded everyday of 

where I have been, places I have 
slept, and how important my 

success is now. TRIO gives me a 
place to belong and get the help 

that I need to be successful.“ 
-Angelo Mack, Business Management, AS

HELPING YOU 
SUCCEED

TRIO Student Support 
Services (SSS) is a free 
academic support 
program for students 
ages 25 or older.

Apply at
saintpaul.edu/TRIO
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GRADUATE NUMBERS

TOP 1400!
More than 1,400 students graduated from Saint Paul 
College during the 2016-2017 academic year. This 
year’s commencement ceremony was held on May 18, 
2017, at Roy Wilkins Auditorium. Over 500 students 
attended the ceremony to share their accomplishments 
with friends and family, as well as with Saint Paul 
College faculty and staff. The commencement 
ceremony is a celebratory and joyous occasion for 
our entire college as we join together to honor our 
wonderfully diverse community.

Graduates earned their degrees, diplomas and 
certificates in 102 different programs from the Liberal 
Arts, Business, Career & Technical, Health Science, 
Service and STEM divisions. After the Presentation of 
Colors by JROTC Color Guard from General Colin L. 
Powell Leadership Academy, student soloist Lorri Brown 
sang a beautiful rendition of the national anthem. Dr. 
Linda Kingston, interim vice president of Academic 
Affairs, began the ceremony with a warm welcome. 
Speakers included Minnesota State Chancellor Steven 
Rosenstone, faculty representative Mr. Ed Schones, 
and student representative Tasha Spencer. Ms. Anna 
Ouattara, business faculty, and Mr. William Lund, 
English faculty, read each graduate’s name as they 
crossed the stage to receive their scroll from President 
Dastmozd. A small reception was held at the College 
after the ceremony, with special performances by the 
College’s Rhythm Realm and Reception Jazz. The 
reception was sponsored by the Student Senate and 
Office of Student Life and Diversity.

At Saint Paul College, adult  learners are vibrant members of the campus community. Make it Count is a 
program for first-time college adult learners seeking a certificate, diploma or associate degree. In addition 
to receiving personalized student support services, Make it Count covers the cost of tuition and fees for up 
to 60 credits, for a maximum of three years, at Saint Paul College through grants and private scholarships. 

Details at saintpaul.edu/MakeItCount         Priority Registration Deadline is July 1, 2017

You must be age 24 or older and have a high school diploma or GED equivalent.

“Saint Paul College is a window to the 
future of a diverse America in which people 
of all backgrounds come together to better 

ourselves and the lives of others.”
-Tasha Spencer, Associate of Arts

Student Representative 

Lorri Brown, Music Business AAS
Student Soloist

FREE TUITION  FOR  ADULT LEARNERS

       NEW TO COLLEGE
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EMPOWERING ONE 
STUDENT AT A TIME
Emilio Galvan, Associate of Arts Degree program, 
Student Senate Vice President—Saint Paul College

ELIGIBLE HIGH SCHOOLS:

All Saint Paul or Minneapolis public schools or public charter 
schools, Brooklyn Center Secondary, Columbia Heights, 

Henry Sibley, Richfield, Robbinsdale Cooper, Roseville Area, 
Simley, South St. Paul Secondary, and Woodbury.

For more information visit saintpaul.edu/PowerOfYOU

Thanks to my time at Saint Paul 
College, I can attend any university 
I choose in order to complete my 
baccalaureate for a fraction of the 
cost it would otherwise be if I had 
attended a university for year one.
-Emilio Galvan, Associate of Arts

Q&A
What has been your experience 
with the Power of YOU?

Excellent. I have created many 
professional and personal 
connections with individuals 
through my participation in the 
Power of YOU program. It has 
been a true blessing that I am 
deeply thankful for.

How has Saint Paul College 
impacted your life?

Enrolling at Saint Paul College 
was the best decision I could’ve 
made. The instructors teaching 
at our institution are really 
passionate about their fields and 
care about feedback from the 
student body. I will never forget 
the time I’ve spent here.

Why should high school seniors 
choose this program and college?

Tuition-free college education is 
in high-demand, and Saint Paul 
College’s mission is dedicated 
to serving the students first and 
foremost. Saint Paul College 
provides financial, regional, and 
educational benefits that are hard 
to beat anywhere else.

What are you involved in on 
campus?

I have served on the Power 
of YOU Leadership Team, 
which helps to plan events and 
volunteering services; I am a 
member of Phi Theta Kappa 
here on campus; I was elected 
as Vice President to the Saint 
Paul College Student Senate and 
I’ve been serving the students 
in this position since August 

2016. I have worked very hard 
in the larger student LeadMN 
organization [formerly MSCSA], 
that advocates on behalf of 
students for lower tuition, open 
educational resources, and 
overall college affordability and 
fiscal reform efforts.

Where do you plan on transferring 
to next year?

I have been accepted to Hamline, 
Concordia, and the University of 
St. Thomas. I plan on majoring in 
Pre-Law.

Any final thoughts about Saint 
Paul College?

Saint Paul College has a long 
history and many members of my 
family have enrolled. I am deeply 
honored to be a part of Saint Paul 
College’s legacy.
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SERVICE LEARNING  
Gaining real life experience

and life-long skills while helping others
Saint Paul College carpentry instructor Perry Franzen 
and cabinetmaking instructor Tom Hillstead regularly 
use service learning projects as a teaching tool for 
their students. This year the two programs built their 
second house for Journey Home Minnesota, and  
are now set up to continue this collaboration for 
many years. Journey Home’s mission is to “Provide 
affordable housing in safe neighborhoods served by 
great schools for families at risk, military veterans and 
their families.”

“Carpentry students began the year doing a complete 
house remodel in Shoreview,” says Franzen. “We built 
a new free standing garage during the summer. The 
house was gutted to the bare studs. We installed all 
new windows, rebuilt the roof, added a new addition, 
framed up the basement and finished it off. The house 
was resided with new siding as well.”

With that house completed, carpentry students started 
work on the next project in Vadnais Heights. The 

students first had to study the provided blueprints to 
determine the location of all the doors and windows. 
They also needed to figure out which building products 
had to be used, and the location where to use them. 
Students learned the types of products used for 
construction, and their proper installation.

These are always good learning projects 
for our students. They learn each stage 
of the process from planning through 
install, while participating in a community 
service project. You can see their pride of 
a job well done.
-Tom Hillstead, Cabinetmaking Instructor

The scope of the project for cabinetmaking students 
was all cabinetry and countertops. The project started 
with an on-site visit where students measured each 
room that needed cabinets, and before the drywall 
was even up. Cabinetmaking students brought back 

Carpentry Students - Front L to R: Chou Lee, Simon Sho, 
Pahoua Thao, Silent Wah, Leng Lor, Pa Da, Seik Bui; Back 
L to R: Eduardo Acevedo, Lucas Fiedler, Lee Thao, Richard 
Shelstad, Knogmeng Lee, Alex Brown, Chauncy Williams, 
William Anderson, Carpentry instructor, Perry Franzen
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their measurements and laid out the rooms using 
Cabinet Vision design software.

Design elements were needed to accommodate the 
use of sinks by someone confined to a wheel chair. 
Once they had the design and approval, students 
spent 3-4 weeks building/finishing the cabinets 
and fabricating plastic laminate countertops. Some 
highlights: a lazy susan corner cabinet; cabinets 
with roll out shelving on both sides the stove; the 
refrigerator was enclosed with side panels; a large 
center island, two bathroom vanities, laundry room 
cabinetry, and a bench seat in the front entry were 
also built. Once the house was ready, installation of 
cabinetry and countertops took two days.

For both carpentry and cabinetmaking students, these 
projects provide the opportunity to develop a real 
understanding of teamwork and communication skills, 
which are skills employers find invaluable.

Learn more about Saint Paul College’s
Carpentry & Cabinetmaking programs at
saintpaul.edu/Programs

Cabinetmaking Students - L to R: Simeon Hinton, Monte 
Wacek, Dan Hamilton, Cameron Crosby, Brian Quarstad, 
Andy Schmidt, Rob Woodward, Matt Warren, Eh Do, Eh Hku, 
Adam Heine, Andrew Hilby, and instructor Tom Hillstead. Not 
pictured: Fernanda Ramirez Rodriguez, George Welty, and 
Deshane Amerson.

GET CONNECTED
saintpaul.edu/ServiceLearning

Service Learning
Students build civic, leadership, and academic skills 
while strengthening communities through service 
within Saint Paul and the greater Twin Cities area.

OVER 400 Saint Paul College students logged in a 
total of over 15,000 volunteer hours for Service 
Learning projects during the 2016-2017 school year!
Twelve major programs and courses currently participate 
in Service Learning, including: American Sign Language, 
Pharmacy Technician, Respiratory Therapy, Child 
Development, Carpentry, Cabinetmaking, Culinary Arts, 
Electrical Technology, Interpersonal Communications 
(SPCH 1720) and Choosing Your Career Path (CSCR1403), 
Business Entrepreneurship, and Power of YOU students. 
Special recognition goes to the 7,000 volunteer hours 
logged in by the Carpentry students and instructor Perry 
Franzen for their Service Learning projects.

Here are just a few of the organizations where our Service 
Learning students volunteered:

• Journey Home 
Minnesota

• Community Action 
Partnership

• Minnesota Children’s 
Museum

• City of Saint Paul 
Parks and Recreation

• CLUES (Comunidades 
Latinas Unidas en Servicio)

• The Aliveness Project
• Cerenity Senior Care
• Community Involvement 

Programs
• The Phoenix Residence
• Project or Pride in Living
• Free Arts Minnesota
• The ARC Twin Cities
• The Jeremiah Program

Increase your understanding of the class topic while 

gaining hands-on experience

Develop or enhance your skills in the areas of 

communication, collaboration, leadership,

critical thinking, and problem-solving

Grow your understanding of diverse cultures and 

communities, as well as social issues and their root causes

Test out your skills, interests, and values in a potential 

career path, or learn more about a field that interests you

Connect with professionals and community members, 

possibly leading to an internship or employment
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Sixty-one PSEO students attending Saint Paul College 
are graduating from high school and the College 
in 2017. The high schools include AGAPE, Central, 
Como, Henry Sibley, Highland Park, Humboldt, Open 
World, St. Paul Conservatory of Performing Arts, STEP 
Academy and White Bear Lake.

Forty-eight of these PSEO students earned 
certificates from programs completed at the College, 
while thirteen students have earned an Associate of 
Arts Degree. Many, like AGAPE high school student 
Kathy Santamaria-Mendez, are graduating with 
honors from Saint Paul College.

On the recommendation from her high school 
counselor, KATHY SANTAMARIA-MENDEZ 
decided to take advantage of the PSEO experience 
to benefit from the challenge of college courses. She 
chose Saint Paul College because she had taken a 
technical course here through the Career Pathways 
Academy partnership with Saint Paul Public Schools.

I thought Saint Paul College was a great 
place to continue, rather than trying to 

take PSEO classes at a bigger institution. I 
loved the diversity and the ‘welcome-ness’ 

of Saint Paul College. I also love the fact 
that everyone treated me like a college 

student, and no one ever looked down on 
me because I was still in high school.

 -Kathy Santamaria-Mendez

A single mother, Santamaria-Mendez will be 
receiving her AA degree and graduating With 
Distinction (GPA over 3.75) from Saint Paul College 
and is also graduating as class valedictorian - 
with Honors - from AGAPE. She’ll be attending 
the University of Minnesota-Twin Cities in the 
fall, hoping to be on the Pre-Med track to finish 
her bachelor’s degree. Her goal is to then go to 

PSEO
Postsecondary Enrollment Options
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Since I will have my AA, I will not have to do any 
general coursework and I will be able to graduate 
in two years! I am then hoping to get a graduate 
degree in Latin and History with the goal of 
eventually becoming a teacher.
-Bridget Erickson

medical school, hoping to specialize in Pediatric 
Anesthesiology or Neonatology.

Another standout PSEO student is
BRIDGET ERICKSON, who will
be graduating from Saint Paul 
College with an AA degree and 
Henry Sibley high school at 
the same time. She starred as 
Charlotte in the College’s spring 
production of Charlotte’s Web. 
The play’s director and also 
Theatre & Drama instructor, Jimmy 
LeDuc, says of Erickson, “She was 
always present and ready to work both in class and 
in rehearsals, and went above and beyond in each 
of these endeavors. She was a tremendous asset to 
both the class and the production.” 

“PSEO students have a great impact on Saint Paul 
College. I have had the fortune of having PSEO 
students in both my classes and in our theatre 
productions. They show a real commitment to 
their studies and to outside activities on campus. 
They also act as leaders as well throughout the 
semester,” says LeDuc.

THE PSEO PROGRAM

For high school students seeking a more rigorous academic experience, Postsecondary 
Enrollment Options provides them the unique experience of attending college while 
still in high school. If they meet PSEO eligibility and application requirements, PSEO 
students can attend either part-time or full-time during the fall and spring academic 

school year, and their tuition, fees, and textbooks are provided at no cost.

For more information visit saintpaul.edu/PSEO

saintpaul.edu/SignUp

Questions? Call 651.846.1555
or email: admissions@saintpaul.edu

Fall semester starts August 21.
Make sure you’re ready!

JOIN US!JOIN US!

REGISTRATION DAYSREGISTRATION DAYS

Come to campus and our team will help make 
sure you’re ready for College this fall.

• Receive one on one help with your
college application

• Get registered for your classes
• Learn about scholarship opportunities
• Attend a Financial Aid and FAFSA Workshop
• Prepare for, or take the free ACCUPLACER 

placement test
• Receive academic and transfer advising
• Explore your career options
• Take a tour, see your classrooms and

visit the bookstore

July 22
9am – 12pm

July 26
10am – 5:30pm

“I thought that I would feel disconnected since most 
of the people were at different stages in life than me, 
but I have felt more of a sense of community at Saint 
Paul College than I have felt at any other school that 
I have been to,” says Erickson.

Erickson plans to transfer to St. Catherine University 
this fall to complete a bachelor’s degree in history. 
She already knows how starting here at Saint Paul 
College will impact her education.

For those PSEO students graduating from both high 
school and Saint Paul College at the same time, 
continuing their education through transferring on to 
a four-year college or university is a usual next step. 
They know that at Saint Paul College, you can start 
here and go anywhere.
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Minnesota Society
of Health-System Pharmacists

Outstanding 
Pharmacy Technician
Instructor Hannah Kokesh received the 2017 
Outstanding Technician Award from the Minnesota 
Society of Health-System Pharmacists. The 
Outstanding Technician Award is presented to a 
pharmacy technician in recognition of outstanding 
performance or achievement. 

Hannah was recognized for her work and 
commitment to Saint Paul College students, and 
advocacy and advancement of the Pharmacy 
Technician program to excellence.

Learn more about the Pharmacy Technician program 
at saintpaul.edu/Programs

2017 Outstanding Pharmacy Technician 
Hannah Kokesh, Instructor

2017 Outstanding Educator:
Susan Taylor, English

2017 Outstanding Educator:
James Andresen, Political Science

Minnesota State Colleges and 
Universities Board of Trustees

OUTSTANDING 
EDUCATORS
Two Saint Paul College instructors were recognized 
as Outstanding Educators by the Minnesota State 
Colleges and Universities Board of Trustees for their 
exemplary performance, professional commitment and 
their positive impact on our students.

JAMES ANDRESEN is a consummate educator who 
challenges and inspires his students to become 
independent and critical thinkers. He promotes an 
environment of open-mindedness and civil discourse 
in his classroom, and students leave with a deeper 
understanding of themselves and the world.

SUSAN TAYLOR is a devoted, admired teacher who 
provides diverse and academically rigorous practices 
to prepare students for real-world experiences and 
lifelong learning. She motivates her students to 
become accomplished critical thinkers and effective 
communicators for the rest of their lives.
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CONGRATULATIONS
A Top 10 Tech-Savvy 
Community College 

Saint Paul College was recognized in the top ten 
for mid-sized community colleges (5,000 to 10,000 
students) by the Center for Digital Education’s 2016-
2017 Digital Community Colleges Survey Awards. 
Information Technology (IT) Services at Saint Paul 
College designs, implements, and provides support 
for technology used by the students, faculty, and 
staff, and is committed to continuous development 
and innovation in utilizing technology to engage 
students and improve learning.

Saint Paul College students excel at

SkillsUSA Competition
SkillsUSA is a partnership of students, teachers, and 
industry working together to ensure America has a 
skilled workforce. Some of the competitions were 
held on our campus, such as in the Cabinetmaking 
competition (below). Saint Paul College had 46 
students competing in various programs and won 
twelve medals at the competition: 5 gold, 4 silver 
and 3 bronze medals. The gold medal winners will 
continue on to the SkillsUSA National Leadership 
and Skills Conference in June 2017. We wish these 
students great success as they compete at the 
national SkillsUSA competition!

GOLD FIRST PLACE
• Esthetics – “Team B” Kaitlin Beuning (contestant) & 

Olivia Beuning (model)
• Culinary Arts – Mickey Cupkie
• Sheet Metal – Lao Yang
• Quiz Bowl – Ryan Elg, Carson Muehlbauer, Julie 

Medbery, Jerome Petsche, Matt Sullivan, Thomas 
Ryan, Howard Walt

• Cosmetology – Jesse McCormick

SILVER SECOND PLACE
• Cabinetmaking – Monte Wacek
• Prepared Speech – Matt Sullivan
• Sheet Metal – Zak Thomas
• Nail Care – “Team A” Navia Tarver (contestant), Tega 

Puegeren (model)

BRONZE THIRD PLACE
• Cosmetology – Vanessa Rudd
• Extemporaneous Speaking – Paul Brink
• Sheet Metal – Cody Utsch

THE AUGGIE PLAN
Guaranteed admission to Augsburg 

College at an affordable price.

A partnership with Augsburg College,
allows students who complete their

associate degree with a GPA of 2.75*
or better to seamlessly transfer from
Saint Paul College to Augsburg at a

relatively low cost. You may also be eligible 
for merit scholarships based on

your previous college coursework.

*2.5-2.75 GPA still considered
for admission, but not guaranteed

               saintpaul.edu/AuggiePlan
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ASSOCIATE OF ARTS (AA) DEGREE

The Associate of Arts (AA) Degree is 
awarded for successful completion of 60 
semester credits in liberal arts and sciences 
designed to constitute the first two years 
of a bachelor’s degree. The AA Degree is 
intended primarily for students who plan 
to transfer to another college or university 
to complete a four-year degree. Transfer of 
courses may vary depending on the major 
and/or receiving college.

ASSOCIATE OF SCIENCE (AS) DEGREE

The Associate of Science (AS) Degree 
is awarded for successful completion of 
a program of 60 semester credits in a 
designated field or area which transfers 
to a four-year major in a related scientific 
or technical field. The AS Degree includes 
a minimum of 30 semester credits from 
Minnesota Transfer Curriculum (MnTC) 
courses. The AS Degree may also be designed 
to prepare students for employment.

ASSOCIATE OF
APPLIED SCIENCE (AAS) DEGREE

The Associate of Applied Science (AAS) 
Degree is awarded for successful completion 
of a program of 60–72 semester credits and is 
intended for students who desire immediate 
employment upon graduation. The degree 
includes a minimum of 16 semester credits 
of liberal arts and sciences courses from 
the Minnesota Transfer Curriculum (MnTC) 
distribution requirements for the AAS degree.

Minnesota Transfer Curriculum

The STEM & Liberal Arts divisions 
offer general education courses 
across the Minnesota Transfer 
Curriculum (MnTC) Goal Areas 
to fulfill associate degree 
requirements. Students enrolled 
in the Associate of Arts degree 
complete the first two years of 
a four-year degree including 40 
general education and 20 pre-
major credits. For a complete list of 
MnTC courses offered at Saint Paul 
College, go to saintpaul.edu/MnTC.

Liberal & Fine Arts Programs

Associate of Arts Degree
Emphasis in          

Communication Studies
Emphasis in Criminology
Emphasis in History

FALL 2017
Major 

Programs

For information on our programs,
visit saintpaul.edu/Programs

Emphasis in Social Science/
Public Affairs

Associate of Fine Arts – Music
American Sign Language       

Studies Certificate

STEM: Science, Technology, 
Engineering & Math

Biology Transfer Pathway AS
Chemistry AS
Computer Animation Certificate
Computer Graphics and 

Visualization AS
Computer Network        

Engineering AAS
Computer Programming/Coding AAS
Computer Science AS
CyberSecurity AAS
CyberSecurity Certificate
Data Science AS NEW!*

*Pending degree approval; Classes available now.

Engineering Broad Field AS
Enterprise Computing Certificate
Geographic Information Science 

AAS NEW!
Geographic Information Science 

Certificate NEW!
Java Programming Certificate
Management Information     

Systems AS
Mobile Development Certificate
Nanoscience Technology AAS
Network Administration Certificate
Science Technician AS
Visualization Technology AAS
Visualization Technology Certificate

Web Based 2D Game  
Development Certificate

Web Design Certificate
Web Development Certificate

Business Programs

Accounting AAS
Accounting Technician Diploma
Business Certificate
Business Transfer Pathway AS
Customer Service Office       

Support Certificate
Entrepreneurship Certificate
Event and Meeting       

Management Certificate
Finance AS
Finance Certificate
Global Trade                  

Professional Certificate 
Global Trade Specialist AAS
Hospitality Management AAS
Human Resources AAS
Human Resources Certificate
Marketing AAS
Nonprofit Certificate
Office Management        

Professional AAS
Project Management AAS
Project Management Certificate
Restaurant Management Certificate
Social Media Marketing Certificate
Supply Chain Logistics AAS
Supply Chain Logistics Certificate
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BACHELOR’S (BA OR BS) DEGREE

A baccalaureate degree or bachelor’s degree 
(Bachelor of Arts or Bachelor of Science—
depending on the major field of study) is 
a four-year college or university degree 
required in some career fields. The bachelor’s 
degree is typically a program of courses 
consisting of 120–128 semester credits in the 
liberal arts and sciences and a specialized 
field of study.

DIPLOMA

Diplomas are awarded for successful 
completion of 30–72 semester college-level 
credits and are intended for students who 
desire entry-level employment skills or career 
advancement. Students in diploma programs 
are required to complete technical courses as 
well as general education courses. One third 
of the credits required for a diploma must be 
earned at the College.

CERTIFICATE

Certificate programs are intended to provide 
students with entry-level employment skills 
or to enhance a student’s technical skills. 
Certificates are awarded for successful 
completion of 9–30 semester college-level 
credits. One third of the credits required for a 
certificate must be earned at the College.

Health Science Programs

Clinical Sports Massage AAS
Clinical Sports Massage Certificate
Esthetician Diploma
Esthetician Certificate
Esthetics for                

Cosmetologist Certificate
Esthetician Medical Setting AAS
Esthetics Medical Setting Certificate
Esthetician Spa AAS
CIDESCO Readiness Certificate
Healthcare Documentation 

Specialist Certificate
Healthcare Informatics AAS
Health Information Technology AAS
Health Sciences Broad Field AS
Health Unit Coordinator Certificate
Massage Therapy Certificate
Medical Coding Diploma
Medical Laboratory Technician AAS
Medical Office Certificate
Medical Office Professional AAS
Nursing Assistant/Home Health 

Aide Certificate
Nursing Station                 

Technician Certificate 
Patient Care Technician AAS NEW!
Pharmacy Technician AAS
Pharmacy Technician Diploma
Phlebotomy Technician Certificate
Practical Nursing Diploma
Public Health AS
Registered Yoga Teacher Certificate
Respiratory Therapist AAS
Sport and Exercise Sciences AAS

Sport and Exercise               
Sciences Diploma

Sport and Exercise               
Sciences Certificate

Sterile Processing Certificate
Surgical Technology AAS NEW!

Service Programs

Child Development Careers AS
Child Development Careers AAS
Child Development Careers ASL AS
Child Development               

Careers Diploma
Child Development               

Careers Certificate
Cosmetology AAS
Cosmetology Diploma
Culinary Arts AAS
Culinary Arts Diploma
Culinary Foundations Certificate
Nail Care Technician Certificate
Pastry and Baking Certificate
Sign Language Interpreter/

Transliterator AAS
Wine and Artisan Foods Certificate
Wine Professional Certificate

Career and Technical 
Education Programs

Auto Body Repair AAS
Auto Body Repair Diploma
Automotive Service Technician AAS
Automotive Service           

Technician Diploma
Cabinetmaking Diploma

                                                                                                                       
     

     
     

     
     

     
     

     
REGISTER TODAY

saintpaul.edu/Register

Fall Semester 
STARTS

AUGUST 21

Carpentry Diploma
CNC Toolmaking AAS
CNC Toolmaking Diploma
Electrical Technology Diploma
Electromechanical Systems Diploma
Electromechanical                

Systems Certificate
Machine Operator Certificate  

(Right Skills Now) 
Pipefitting Diploma
Pipefitting Apprenticeship   

Building Trades Diploma
Pipefitting Apprenticeship     

Service Diploma
Plumbing Diploma
Robotic Welding Certificate
Sheet Metal/HVAC Ducts &   

Fittings AAS
Sheet Metal/HVAC Ducts &   

Fittings Diploma
Truck Technician Diploma
Welding Technology Diploma
Wood Finishing               

Techniques Certificate
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Data Science
Data Science uses 

thee techniques and 
theories from many 

different fields of study 
including mathematics, statistics, 

computer science, and information 
theory. Data Scientists sort through 

great amounts of unstructured data such 
as emails, videos, social media, and other 

user-generated content and write algorithms 
to extract insights from the data. In essence, they 

turn data into knowledge.

Program Length: AS Degree = two years
(Pending degree approval; Classes available now.)

Potential Jobs: Business Intelligence Analyst, 
Data Mining Analyst

Median Hourly Wage: $39.86*

*Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic Development

Geographic Information Science
GIS technicians make maps and customized 
geographic information applications and manipulate 
data to serve a variety of purposes and industry from 
city planning to agriculture.

Program Length: AAS Degree = two years, 
Certificate = two semesters
(Pending certificate approval; Classes available now)

Potential Jobs: GIS Technician, GIS Analyst, 
GIS Developer, GIS Technical Architect

Median Hourly Wage: $33.22*

*Economic Modeling Specialist Inc.

Patient Care Technician
A patient care technician is an important job in the 
medical profession. A patient care technician will 
provide help to patients in hospitals, doctor’s offices 
and nursing homes. A nurse or doctor normally 
supervises the technician; however, the patient care 
technician will spend the most time with patients.

Program Length: AAS = two years

Transfer Opportunities: BA Individualized Studies 
Metropolitan State University

Potential Jobs: Patient Care Technician, EKG/
Telemetry Technician, Phlebotomist, Trained 
Medication Aide, Registered Nursing Assistant

Median Hourly Wage: $14.48*

*indeed Patient Care Technicians Salaries in Minnesota

Surgical Technology
Surgical technologists, also called operating room 
technicians, assist in surgical operations. They 
prepare operating rooms, arrange equipment, and 
help doctors during surgeries.

Program Length: AAS = two years

Transfer Opportunities: BA Individualized Studies 
Metropolitan State University

Potential Jobs: Surgical Technologist, 
Operating Room Technician

Medium Hourly Wage: $21.31* 
*Bureau of Labor Statistics

Accounting
Accountants examine, analyze and interpret 
accounting data for the purpose of giving advice and 
preparing financial statements for businesses of all 
kinds.

Program Length: AAS = two years, Diploma = one 
and a half years

Career Settings: Accounting departments in 
governmental agencies, financial institutions, private 
business and public accounting firms.

Median Hourly Wage: $19.26*

*Bureau of Labor Statistics

start here.
go anywhere.
our credits transfer!
Each year, Saint Paul College alumni 
transfer to more than 350 four-year 
colleges and universities around the 
state and beyond.
saintpaul.edu/Transfer

COLLEGES AND 
UNIVERSITIES:

Metropolitan State 
University

Bemidji State University

Minnesota State 
University Moorhead

St. Cloud State 
University

Southwest Minnesota 
State University

Minnesota State 
University, Mankato

Winona State University

The small class setting had a huge impact on me 
because it provided an environment where I was 
able to get to know my professors and classmates, 
which is a powerful resource in achieving success.

– MICHAEL ‘17
Saint Paul College Grad, Associates of Arts Degree
Transferring to University of Minnesota A member of Minnesota State
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Electromechanical Systems
Electromechanical, or Mechatronics, is a new and 
rapidly growing field that integrates electronics, 
mechanics, pneumatics, hydraulics, and computer 
control systems to create new and improved 
automated manufacturing production systems. The 
program is designed for those who have an interest 
in plant maintenance, process set up, installation, 
and commissioning.

Program Length: Diploma = two years, Certificate = 
one year

Career Settings:  Jobs in this area are found in a 
wide range of fields such as electrical utilities, oil 
refineries, wastewater treatment, manufacturing 
plants, biotechnical, electronics, and agriculture.

Median Hourly Wage: $15.61*
*Bureau of Labor Statistics

Manufacturing Technology
Programs in manufacturing produce skilled 
craftspeople who make precision metal parts that 
are highly specialized and not mass produced.  
Machinists produce parts from metal castings, 
forgings, stampings, or from solid metal stock.

Program Length: Diploma = one and a half years, 
Certificate = one year

start here.
go anywhere.
our credits transfer!
Each year, Saint Paul College alumni 
transfer to more than 350 four-year 
colleges and universities around the 
state and beyond.
saintpaul.edu/Transfer

COLLEGES AND 
UNIVERSITIES:

Metropolitan State 
University

Bemidji State University

Minnesota State 
University Moorhead

St. Cloud State 
University

Southwest Minnesota 
State University

Minnesota State 
University, Mankato

Winona State University

The small class setting had a huge impact on me 
because it provided an environment where I was 
able to get to know my professors and classmates, 
which is a powerful resource in achieving success.

– MICHAEL ‘17
Saint Paul College Grad, Associates of Arts Degree
Transferring to University of Minnesota A member of Minnesota State

651.846.1555

admissions@saintpaul.edu

Questions? We can help!

Career Settings: 
Industries including 
auto manufacturers, 
industrial machinery, and 
military equipment

Median Hourly Wage: $22.53*
*Bureau of Labor Statistics

Office Management and 
Customer Service Support
These programs provides training for a wide-range 
of customer service positions. Students will learn 
conflict resolution techniques, listening skills and the 
interpersonal and problem solving skills to provide 
high quality customer service.

Program Length: AAS = two years, Certificate = 
one year

Career Settings: Customer Service Support 
individuals can be found in every industry, including 
service and office settings.

Median Hourly Wage: $17.88*
*Bureau of Labor Statistics

Sign Language Interpreter/
Transliterator
Interpreters/Transliterators facilitate and mediate 
communication between Deaf/Hard of Hearing/
Deaf-Blind and hearing people. Interpreters must 
convey accurate messages, feelings, and attitudes of 
participants, whether those messages are spoken or 
signed.

Program Length: AAS = two+ years, a 
Baccalaureate degree is required to sit for the 
national certification examination.

Career Settings: Social service agencies, 
educational programs, community-based and 
recreational settings.

Median Hourly Wage: $22.51*
*Bureau of Labor Statistics

*Hourly wages and median wages can vary by employer, level of 
education, and years of work experience. The median wage based on 
occupations that may require a bachelor’s degree or higher, in addition 
to an associates degree.
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WALL OF FAME
Recipients Honored
Each year at the Wall of Fame Celebration, Saint Paul College and the Friends of Saint Paul College 
foundation recognize both a distinguished graduate and also an individual/organization for their 
contributions to the College.

The 2017 Distinguished Alumna of the Year 
recipient is PAMELA WELLUMSON, who 
graduated from the Sign Language Interpreter 
program in 1981. Wellumson is the owner of 
Dynamic Communications and ASL Interpreting 
Services (ASLIS) and employs many Saint Paul 
College graduates, and also offers internships to 
our ASL students. She is a member of the Registry 
of Interpreters for the Deaf (RID) and Minnesota 
Association of Deaf Citizens (MADC). She and 
ASLIS manage the Minnesota Hospital Consortium 
by providing emergency interpreter services to 
Minnesota hospital and urgent care centers.

The 2017 Friend of the College Award Recipient 
is REPRESENTATIVE ALICE HAUSMAN, who 
is a tireless advocate of higher education and 
Saint Paul College. As a retired educator, her 
support of education initiatives and the well-
being of her constituents, so many of whom are 
Saint Paul College students, has contributed 
greatly to the success of the College and our 
students. Representative Hausman is a genuine 
leader who truly cares about all Minnesotans. 
She currently represents District 66A and 
is in her fifteenth term as a member of the 
Minnesota House of Representatives.

Minnesota
Controls Solutions

Associated
   General Contractors
Cement Masons, 
   Plasterers
Hunt Electric
Egan Company
Franchise Foods
   Systems of MN, Inc.
Gephart Electric Co.

THANK YOU TO OUR WALL OF FAME SPONSORS!

HMS Host
IBEW Local Union 110
Larry and Cindy Mohr
McGough Construction
Pipefitters Local 455
Plumbers and
   Gasfitters Local 34
South St. Paul
   Steel Supply Co.

OUR MISSION is to advance the mission of 
Saint Paul College by inspiring philanthropic 
giving to promote student success.

OUR VISION is to transform lives by making 
college accessible for all students.

SPECIAL SECTION

THANK YOU TO OUR WALL OF FAME SPONSORS!
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Larry Brandenburger
Retired, Valspar

Ryan Caulfield ’96*
Levy Restaurants

Sarah E. Crippen
Best & Flanagan

Jane Graupman
International Institute of Minnesota

Louis Henry
Franchise Food Systems of Minnesota

Butch Howard, Vice-chair
HMS Host

D. Ward Johnson
Tealwood Asset Management, Inc.

Nathaniel Khaliq ‘72*
Retired, Saint Paul NAACP

Karin McCabe
McGough Construction

Tom McCarthy ‘86*, Secretary
St. Paul Plumbers and Gasfitters Local #34

Larry Mohr, Treasurer
Baker Tilly Virchow Krause, LLC

Ross Nelson
Harris Companies

Tom Nielsen ‘84*, Chair
Mo-Tech Corporation

Marco Rodiles ‘14*
J & G Home Remodeling

Zach Schwartz
Rockler Companies Inc. 

Kevin Sevcik
Sunrise Banks

Lorraine E. Stevenson ‘87*
Retired, 3M

Linn K. Veltema
3M

Christine A. Wiegert
American Engineering and Testing

Rassoul Dastmozd, PhD ex officio
President, Saint Paul College

Trustee Emeritus
Richard A. McCarthy

*Graduate of Saint Paul College

The Friends of Saint Paul College
235 Marshall Avenue

Saint Paul, MN 55102

TEL 651.846.1469 • FAX 651.846.1451

saintpaul.edu/Foundation

2016−2017
Board of Directors

Thursday
December 7, 2017
5:30pm—8:00pm

Scholarship

Gala
Save       Datethe

THANK YOU

GIVE THE GIFT OF 
EDUCATION!

WHEN YOU MAKE A DONATION
to the Friends of Saint Paul College,
you are helping transform lives by

making college accessible for all students.

Won’t you donate today?
saintpaul.edu/GiveNow

The Friends of Saint Paul College 
Foundation is the 501(c)3 charitable 
organization that develops private 
financial resources on behalf of Saint 
Paul College.

SPECIAL SECTION

FOR YOUR

ANONYMOUS GIFTS
Your generosity and act of giving, 

changes many lives through 
endowed scholarships!



MARY JO SCHIFSKY, ‘69

“I didn’t know it at the time, but 
the year-long secretarial program 
I completed at St. Paul TVI 
between high school and starting 
college provided me with skills 
I’ve used every day since. From 
corporate communication to 
office administration, my teachers 
taught me how to succeed in a 
business environment.”

TOM NIELSEN, ‘84

A machine tool grad, and 
now the president of Mo-Tech 
Corporation, Tom says: “We 
have great relationships with the 
(Saint Paul College) instructors. 
When we have an opening, we let 
them know and they always send 
us outstanding candidates. We 
usually don’t look further.” 

TIGIST ANAMO, ‘14

A 2014 graduate, Tigist continues 
to help others with her nursing 
skills. A volunteer with Matter 
and member of AgapeMED, 
she provides medical needs to 
communities in Minnesota and 
Ethiopia. Tigist can’t imagine any 
profession more gratifying than 
nursing, “the reward is priceless.” 
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alumni SPOTLIGHT

Richard J.
“Dick” Voss

Richard J.
“Dick” Milon

William P.
“Bill” Broenen, Jr.

Michael J. 
“Mike” Latuff

Glen G. 
Cameron

These Culinary Arts alumni graduated 50 years ago, when Saint Paul College was known as St. Paul 
Area Technical Vocation Institute (TVI). Over the years they have worked in a wide variety of settings, 
launching successful careers in the restaurant industry. Much about the College has changed, but 
they remain as committed to the school as when they attended.

50th Reunion

Culinary Arts Graduates THEN & NOW

Ernest Lee 
“Ernie” Swanson
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 PRESIDENT’S 
SCHOLARSHIP

Congratulations to Grace Bratzel, Taylor 
Maness and Zaki Omar, recipients of the 
2017 President’s Scholarship, one of Saint 
Paul College’s highest academic honors. 
The scholarship is awarded annually to 
outstanding student leaders who are 
graduating and transferring to a four-
year college or university. Grace will be 
continuing her studies at Smith College; 
Taylor will be continuing his studies 
at Augsburg College, and Zaki will be 
continuing his studies at the Carlson 
School of Management, at the University of 
Minnesota. Grace, Taylor and Zaki have not 
only achieved high academic success, but 
have given back to the community through 
volunteer activities both on and off campus, 
especially their involvement with the honors 
in action project through the Beta Xi Alpha 
chapter of Phi Theta Kappa honor society.

GRANT AWARDS
fund innovative projects that help students to persist 
through college and attain postsecondary credentials. 
The three funders featured have made generous 
investments to help specific groups of students in 
2017-2018 and beyond. 

GROTTO FOUNDATION GRANTED $246,807 to 
develop and implement a peer mentoring model 
within the Power of YOU program. Over the three 
years 2017-2018 to 2019-2020, at least 60 second and 
third year students will serve as mentors providing 
guidance and support to 150 first-year students.

GENERATION NEXT CONTRIBUTED $54,000 
through a grant from the Lumina Foundation to 
provide proactive college advising to 100 students 
enrolled in the Gateway to College program. Gateway 
to College is an Area Learning Center (ALC) high 
school of Saint Paul Public Schools located at Saint 
Paul College. The program provides a pathway for 

academically at-risk 9th-12th graders to complete 
high school while earning college-level credits. 

This year 40 graduated from the Gateway to 
College program and 18 will be attending 

Saint Paul College. For more details 
about Gateway to College visit 

saintpaul.edu/GatewayToCollege.

GREAT LAKES HIGHER EDUCATION GUARANTY 
CORPORATION GRANTED $200,000 for a project 
to support associate degree seeking students in 
business management, human resources, and 
accounting who are just a few semesters away from 
graduation. A dedicated Business Pathway Advisor 
supports 100 of these students each semester, 
helping them to graduate from Saint Paul College 
with an associate’s degree. Great Lakes President and 
CEO, Richard D. George, expressed his appreciation 
for the selected grantees stating, “We are impressed 
that our grant recipients critically analyzed their 
institutional data and then proposed comprehensive 
plans to help struggling students cross the finish line 
and begin careers in high-demand fields.” 

HEALTHCARE CAREER PATHWAY GRANT 
AWARDS. In May 2017, Friends of Saint Paul College 
received grant awards from The Saint Paul Foundation 
($75,000) and the F.R. Bigelow Foundation ($90,000) 
to support Saint Paul College’s Healthcare Career 
Pathways project. We are grateful for this investment 
that will provide intensive, proactive advising and 
support to a cohort of 200 low-income students 
enrolled in health science programs of practical 
nursing, medical laboratory technician, respiratory 
therapist, phlebotomy and nursing assistant. The 
project builds Saint Paul College’s capacity to provide 
advising as enrollment expands in health science 
programs with the opening of the new Health and 
Science Alliance Center.

Learn more about Scholarships at saintpaul.edu/Scholarships

L to R: Taylor 
Maness, 
Rassoul 
Dastmozd 
(President), 
Zaki Omar, 
Grace Bratzel



235 Marshall Avenue
Saint Paul, MN 55102

Course Schedule now available online
saintpaul.edu/WTCE

WORKFORCE TRAINING
& Continuing Education

Relevant. Real-world. Results.


